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GP MUST NOT PRESCRIBE DRUGS

e Pictured (from left) at the opening night of Cats at the Regent Theatre,
Melbourne, on Saturday night, are Gary Bartholomew, John Walsh, John-Michael
Howson and Alfie Duran. John-Michael and Alfie hasve jusr returned from a three-
week tour of America with Anne Rogers of Wings Away Travel. The tour included
Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, Palm Springs, Las Vegas and New York. In LA, tour
guests stayed at the Ramada West Hollywood run by Melbourne businessman
Alan Johnson. The tour included Hollywood studios and downtown Manhattan.

PSYCH. DISQUALIFIED

B Victorian medico Dr Stephen
Graeme Larkins has been banned from
prescribing ‘Schedule 8 drugs to pa-
tients, after being found guilty of “un-
professional conduct of a serious na-

Obsefver

In This Week’s 48-Page Edition

News: $52m owed to creditors ............ Page 7
Di Rolle names her top five women ....... Page 8
Melb. Confidential: Singo spends up ...... Page 9

ture”. Lo Long Shots: Welcome home son .......... Page 10

The ban, which is in force for atleast | | Max: Is Steve Vizard fibbing? .............. Page 11
three years, followed a Medical Practi- | | Melb. Extra: Cats spectacular review .... Page 12
tioners Board hearing that found that Dr | | Magazine: Secert men’s business ........ Page 13
Larkins “on five occasions inappropri- | | Yvonne: Ctas lover united ................. Page 14

ately prescribed large quantities of a
drug of dependence”, Ritalin, to a pa-
tient to Mr GT.

The panel, comprising Dr L A
Shapero, Dr A Bendrups and Ms C
Hazelewood, found that the drug pre-
scribing “was not medically warranted”.

The panel found that Dr Larkins
failed to make adequate enquiries as to
whether Mr GT was drug dependent. No
a}i‘)pro%)riate treatment plan was put in
place for the patient, and the doctor was
found to have failed to have kept
adquade medical records of the consul-
tations.

In order to keep practising, Dr
Larkins has to provide IS)tatutory Decla-
rations every three months, attesting to
the fact that he has prescribed ‘Sched-
ule 8’ medications.

“He prescribed large quantities de-
spite firm advice in writing from the De-

artment of Human Services concern-
ng the prescibing of Ritalin,” the panel
found.

The panel was told that Mr GT was a
first time patient from overseas, re-
quested the medication, and that there
was no easily verifiable condition.

“By his own admission, Dr Larkins
failed to make adequate enquiries as to
whether or not Mr %'T was drug depen-
dent ... Dr Larkins also failed to contact
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Flashes Around Victoria

Floods hit newsrooms

B Melbourne’s weekend floods had an im-
pacton radio stations. The Fairfax radio news
which feeds 3AW and many other stations had
to be evacuated, to be replaced with bulletins
from Sydney. At GOLD-FM, Emily Hoskins
provided half-hourly flood updates by phone.

Rapist arrested

B Police swept on a central Albury house on
Friday and arrested convicted rapist Dion
James Johnson, reports the Border Mail.
Albury Insp John Wadsworth said an
anonymous tip-off from the public led to the
arrest of the fugitive, which was carried out
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The hotel is owned and operated by Chris and Jonathan De
Fraga. More on Page 38.
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